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WASHINGTON, D. C. — Richard
Helms had not made a public speech
in five ycars. By aH tnm":. rizit h\.
should have been - :
nervous. edgy, i
itchy. For he had

" to defend his or- ;
‘ganization, the
Central Intslli-
gence Agency, be-

- fore one of ths
toughest audi-
ences in the coun-

try, the Amevican %
“Society of News-
paper Editors. e
Helms came to the | podium assured,
quiet, reserved ard tolaily competent

to discuss the pn‘c*omn behind the
spy systam he runs.

Fxrat he lcro'

white slmt gr“_.u.a bair
straight back. Szcond, lie sp2aks like a
. 8py, restrainad and undarstated.

His agency has baen under shurp
altack. It has not dafended itsalf pub-
licly. It has felt that it must not blow
either its covar or its ccol. Now., how.
ever, it is clear tha! the CIA is bagin-
ning to feel it must defend itsell in an
overheated situation.

° o

Some of the criticisnt has been *'vi-
cious, and some just silly” he said.
One silly illustraiion: The charge that
CIA ‘is deeply involved in the world
drug traffic. “We are nci,”” he de-
clared.

A more difficult question is whether
the CIA is spying on its own eonsti-

tuency or requiring Americans to act

as spies for it. “We do not target on
American citizens,” Helms said.
Rather, he insisied that the intelli-
gence ‘organization is involved in the
massive co‘h.ction of sometimes mis-
celtaneous information—the depth of
the ocean alongside the dock in Soma-
lilang, the shgrp turns in caves in
Cuba—-wh.ch can be piecad together
to mean somcthing in the long run.

" For example, the CIA had a report
that Cuba was storing fighter planes in
a large cave. Helms' azency was able
. to discount the report because spelunk-
ers knew there is a very sharpturn
several yards inside the cave which
would make it impossible to store any ,

- intelligence organizaiion without credi-

Basically, though, Helms cam
maintain that his agency must bz ir
objective, credible position. It will
work if he ov his agency take side
stratnoy decisions. “If we did,”
said, “the ofiicials involved would
pect that we stacked the evidenee,
bolster Helms' ¢wn position.

“We must have credibility. .. "

bility is of no use,” he added. N
°

So in its zexl to protact its credibil-
ity with the elected oificials, the CIA i
may have let cown its dufenses with
the public at large. There is wide
spread, and growing, pubiic criticism
of the agency. :

In his understated way, Helms con-
ceded that his agen's sometimes
“chafe” under this criticism. Yethe
must continue to ccordinate the data
from the entire intellizence commu-
nity -- the CIA, Natienal Security
Agency, State Depariment, military ;
intelligence units, Fedzral Bureau of ;
Investization, Atomic Enargy Cominis-
sion and others.

So now he had come fo declare the
agency's worth — not bog for indul-
gence, He had cone to say “that his as-
sociates are dzadicated, professional —
and human. He had c.enlmd to drop
the cloak long enouzh to explain that
even in Eng :land the identity of the se-
curity agency’s dircetor was a state
secref.

Helins has his hands full tn1n<7 to
convince the public his agency is not a
shadow government. But hie convinced
me. This is a firm resolve not to make
fun of tha CIA next time it tries to
assemble data to save my neck.
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LAMENTABLY, it has hccome the ac

cepled procedure and the “in”
thing {o atteck the aclivitie — 1@31
and imagined — of the Ce.mnl_lnl 1
gence Agency.

Politicians who lire of lhat other
popular sporl — denigraling the Fed-
cral Bureau of Investigation — can al-
ways fall back on attributing:all sorts
of dark doings to the CIA.

*+One of our local worthies, in fact,
has attributed his brilliant v1ctory ina
legal case to the fact that he impli-
cated the CIA and, according to hun
‘the-case was uoppcd to avoid CIA emn-
. barrassment: That shovld be aland-
malk case for all aspiring lawyers
‘Get the CIA implicated and success 13
aswted o

Wi lH JHIS appioach to the Central
Intelligence Agency. the averase cili-
zen niight well b2 for ”I\Clllfht, gels
the ld-’a that the (’f‘drumst cnemy fac-
ing the United States is something
called' the CIA. It is an organization
that | is often villified and rarely
pra!sed :

Yet 1t we did not have If — or some-

“thing identical -~ our security and our

\\orld. -qulthd would be In a soiry
" state, if indeed, we existed at all.

came into being in 1947 during the
-Democratic administration of P1 351-
dent Haryy Truman. It came into being
in recognition that the Unjted States
and the Sovict Union were the domi-
nant powers in a world that was a jun-
“‘gle and would becoine progressively
more so No longer was the United
States one of an’ a\smhwm of seven
or more “first rate” powers. As the
leader of the W esmn world our um.xl

\/' The Central Int elhgo.‘.ce Agency

Jlonger could we go on the ca rily
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RECENTLY Sen. Clifford Case of
] ) New Jersey saw fit to raise his arms
Thérefore we could o Ionger .. in holy honoz“ (or feignedly so) be- /

blithely move about in such aworld " cause the CIA \yas fundmfr Racho I«xcy
with such responsibilities in the naive Europe. ©
hope thot ail would lurn out well. No : '

* - Tfail to see the cause for alarm.

No IO)IHG;' Can ywe do o - Consider the purpose of Radio I‘xee‘

st Europe. Consider what it accemplishes.
the cour JY pre m‘“’v g I can see a connection between it and

cne ge an?M(rn a oCsSnh 'i‘ the CIA -« and justifizhly so. And I can
. - see where Radio Free Europe serves a
qud another gChJ"i an’s larger purpose. Sen. Case must have
mail, ) ) . been hard pushed to get a headiine,

" .and experience shows thal any senator
can gel a headline by blasting the CIA. /

premise that ere gentleman dos "t - . Consider the plicrh't of poor Teddy
read another grn{‘.nman‘s mail. Kennedy, After exuding coafidence
© and eptimism that he would be re-
BEING AN op:-n and free society, elected Senate majority whip, the sen-
our operating a covert intelligence or- for scnator froma Massachusctis went
ganimior. is not a welcome one to dovin in abject defeat. So how do you
many of us. But it is a choice batwedh get -a headline and divert altention
being dainty- and being realistic. For--  -from such ignominy?
tunmoly the choice was for rea]iszp . Ybu attack the C.I'A,thai’s how, and

and the Central Intelligence Agency

that is what Teddy did recently. With
was organized as an arm of govern-

righteous anger {or feignedly so) he

ment o accused the CIA ofrdiverting relict /

As noted carlior, there are those money for. refucccbum Laos to forces
“ho find great vewards in attacking fighting  the Communist invaders.
the CIA. They vary. There are fhoss  Bravo! o Co .
dreamy-cyed idealists who believe if we - : ’ _ -
were to destroy all our weapons, the BECAUSE the CI-\ ofnecewty en- )
magnificent gesture of such an act gages in covert operations, it is re- '
would lead the remainder of the world latively sirtiple for politicians and law- ,
i0 follow suit. At the other extreme yers to accuse the CIA of virtu ially any- 5
there are those vho find it to the inter- thing they wish. For the CIA to cither r
ests they serve to keep both the CIA conhrm or -deny such accusations
and the FBI under constant atiack. could place the organization in a dan-

And in belween those two extremes .. §erous position. Its operations arc of
we have different individuals and dif- = such a delicate nature that it cammot
ferent groups who are opposed in vary- afford to take public stands. '
ing measures of ]hL“ﬂalt) and for vary- And for my part, I'm overjoyed we ’

ing reasons to thn exist e'lce of the CI A, ha\'e the CIA Thank Ged for xt
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